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Marshall County 
frorr Page F;vel 

pollut10n from minor sources, 
such as 011 dumpings. packing 
plants. rcndcnng '' orks. and I 
waste from other commercial 
sources. City, state, and county 
officials ha\'c aided greatly in the 
enforcement of the publif' i1calth 
and pollut10n laws 

Free lessons m bait and fly
castmg arc g1vcn by club mem
bers More than 30 per cent of 
the enthusiasts m Mar
shalltown arc women, and 1t is 
not unct mn1on 1::> sec a woman or 
a youngstcc '1andling a bait or 
flyrod · l truly expert manner. 

The club goes directly to the 
youngsters w1th an educational 
program m the endeavor to lay 
the foundations f01 learning true 
conservation Conservation mo
tlOn pictures are shO\'\.'n in the en
hrc Marshall County school sys
tem. Insh uctions on safe and 
proper use of firearms are also 
g1ven 

A conservation booth IS m
s tallcd each year at the Boy Scout 
Ment Badge show, manned by 
Boy Scouts and assisted by the 
conservation officer. P ractical 
demonstrations arc given on the 
proper way to plant trees, use of 
light fishmg tackle, firearms 
safety, bird house bulldmg, and 
many other subjects. 

One of the projects of the club 
that has gamed wide publicity 
has been the construchon of a 
sanitary and humane dog pound. 
Cooperation in the Marshall 
County Church Day program and 
with the Red Cross have been 
e xtra-curricular phases of the 
club's activity. Contributions to 
"Ducks Unlimited", the J ack Min
er Refuge, and many other worthy 
causes are part of out program 

Without the earnest cooperat10n 
of many mdividuals and organi
zations working toward the same 
goal, these vanous proJects could 

IOWA CONSERV A TIO N IS T 

, 

1----
I 

This season under the superv1S1on of the local conservat1on officer 119,000 game fish that 
were land-locked 111 overflow waters were rescued by the Marshall County Wildlife Club, 

Dickinson County 
Stealing Problem 

Solves 
With 

Trap 
Brands 

During the ll appmg season of 
1939-40 the loss of steel haps by 
theft m Dickmson County reached 
such a peak that the trappers de
cided that they must do somethmg 
to protect themselves. As many 
as 143 licensed traps were stolen 
from a smgle trapper m a single 
night. These 143 traps, which cost 
30 cents each plus a 15-cenlliccnse 
tag for each one, totaled up to a 
loss of $46.35 to the trapper Trap
ping, although a sport and a re
laxation, IS to a large degree a 
money-makmg proposition, but 
even with furs at good prices, the 
trappers could not s tand such 
heavy trap loss 

In "trap shanty" talks m the 
latter part of the trappmg season, 
1t was decided to call a trappers' 
meetmg to see If a cooperative or
gamzahon could be formed. 

Invitation to attend an organi
zatiOn meetmg were mailed to 
every licensed trapper in the 
county. The Dickmson County 
Trappers' Association was organ
ized, with its motto "To increase 
the pleasure and profit of trap
ping in Dickinson County." Of 
some 300 licensed trappers, con
siderably more than half pa1d the 
dollar membership the flrst year 
and became members 

It was decided at the first meet
ing that every member's traps 
should be marked with a distmc-

pan of the trap. The organization 
designed and had made a copy
nghted master die. This master 
d1e remained in the possession of 
the secretary-treasurer at all 
times. After the traps were 
stamped with the owner's imtials, 
the master die stamp was also im
pressed on the'pan of the trap, and 
the member's resulting brand was 
entered into the orgamzation's 
record book. 

Pnor to the opening of the fol
lowmg season, n otarized hsts of 
the trap brands of the orgamza
hon's members were filed in the 
county attorney's office, m the 
sheriff's office, and w1th the local 
conservation officer. In addition, 
each member of the orgamzahon 
was given a list of the brands 

The results of the expenment 
were outstanding. When the plan 
was put into effect durmg the sea
son of '40-'41, only three cases of 
trap stealing occurred in the thou
sands of traps set by the associa
tion's members. The greatest 
number of traps taken in a single 
instance was 14. These were dis
covered, iden tified by the brands 
on them, the trap thief prosecuted, 
and the traps returned to their 
owner. 

Ownership of traps may be 

WARDENS' 
TALES·:· • ••• 

SHOP TALK 
FROM THE FIELD 

Ecil Benson wonders If an ama
teur fisherman he observed on 
the artificial lake at Keosauqua 
Park wants to catch bluegills m 
bunches hke bananas. The fish
erman was usmg a large floatmg 
plug with three gang hooks. He 
carefully baited each hook with 
fish worms. As he cast the 
balled plug, he got a back-lash, 
and the worms flew from the 
hooks m every direction. Un
tanglmg the back-lash, retnevmg 
the plug, and rebaiting it, the fish
erman tned again with the same 
result After the third attempt he 
gave up m disgust. 

-WT-
" On a tip that someone was 

running trot lines in a res tricted 
area, I was called out of bed 
about midnight. On the street I 
picked up a citizen who had often 
asked to go out with me. After 
locating the violators and watch
ing them fish for some time, I de
cided to cross the river and make 
the arres t. My helper, Joe, was 
instructed to stay put and to come 
only if help were needed. 

"In about an hour's time I made 
the arrest. No help was needed, 
but to show the violators that a 
break or resistance was useless, I 
called to Joe There was no an 
swer The second, th1rd, and 
fourth call brought no results. It 
was necessary for me to take my 
prisoners back across the nver to 
where I had left J oe. He had fol 
lowed the orders to stay put and 
was exactly where I left him, 
sound asleep "-Conservation Of
ficer Leaverton. 

-WT-
Three officers, after watching 

some illegal fish spearing one 
night, were carefully closing in on 
the spearers. A farmer living 
close by and near whose barn the 
officers had parked their ca1·, see
ing the strange car, came running 
out into h is yard in his nightshirt 
yelling, "What do you fellows 
want?" 

I tive, unforgeable brand so that 
If a trap were stolen, 1t would be 
risky for the thief to usc and 
would have no resale value 

changed by over-stamping the Sensing something wrong, the 
master die and removmg the fishermen-spearers yelled, "J ig
brand from the organization 's gers, the game warden!"-scat
books. Quite a number of last tcrcd through the timber, and 
year's members have joined the were lost in the fog. 
armed service and cancelled their -WT-
brands and sold the1r traps to On the second day of an open 

More than 30 per cent of the fishing en
thusiasts m Marshall County are women 
and it is not uncommon to see a woman or a 
youngster handling a bait or ftyrod 1n a truly 

expert manner. 

The method decided upon for 
trap markmg was for the orgam
zatwn to buy a set of steel alpha
bet dies with which each trapper 
could stamp his imtlals on the 

not have been accomplished. They 
have been accomplished, however, 
and because of our program, Mar
shall County and the state of Iowa 
IS a better place m which to live. 

other trappers. pheasant season, a hunter with a 
Another interestmg program of sack of birds was checked. Be 

the Trappers' Association is an claimed that there were s ix in the 
annual fur sale, to which members sack and that three of the birds 
bring their fur to a central sales had been killed the day before. 
pomt on a set date, and fur buy- To inves tigate fully, the examin
ers are invited to come to view the ing officer dumped the pheasants 
pelts. Each member's furs are out of the sack onto the road. 
kept separately. He may sell his j Three of the birds promptly got 

<Cont inued to Page 7, Column ll up and ran away. 
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Trap Brands Stop Thieves 
Iowa Conservatiomst 

Sac and Fox Sub-Agency 
Toledo, Iowa 

Solves Trap Stealing 
(Cont1nued from Page Sixl 

pelts at the sale or ship them to a 
buyer not in attendance. The 1941 
fur sale, m spite of a bad storm 
the day the sale was held, was a 
success from the standpomt of the 
buyer and seller alike. 

Pnor to the open season, sev
eral association meetmgs are held 
to discuss fur regulations, trap
pmg eth1cs, market conditiOns, 
and all other phases of trap line 
lore that are of particular inter
est to trappers. At these meetings 
trappers have a chance to become 
acquainted with one another, and 
a truly cooperative spirit has be
come possible. 

Guest speaker at one meetmg 
was Dr. Paul L. Errington, the 
outstandmg muskrat research 
worker m the United States. The 
round table discussion proved of 
great value to the trappers, and 
since that meeting members of the 
organization have contributed lib
erally in ideas and specimens to 
the muskrat research program. 

The trappers of Dickinson 
County are on the right track. 
They are interested in protecting 
the1r annual fur harvest. They 
have learned the scientific back
ground of fur management prob
lems. They have returned to the 
trap lines in their vicinity the eth
ics, honesty, and cooperation so 
necessary "to increase the pleas
ure and profit of trapping in 
Dickinson County". 

"Smce the state owns the game 
in its w1ld state in its sovereign 
capacity, 1t follows that an mdi
vidual cannot obtain an absolute 
property right in such game ex
cept upon such conditions, restric
tions, and limitations as may be 
permitted by the state. The m
dividual may acquire an absolute 
property right in game only as a 
matter of privilege--not as a mat
ter of nght. The legislatures 
may impose such conditions as 
they deem necessary and expedi
ent, so long as they do not contra
vene any principle of the Consti
tution."-Wild Game- Its Legal 
Status. 

State Conservation Commission 
1Oth & Mulberry 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Dear Sir: 

Marking traps with 

unforgeable brands de-

creased trap thefts in 

Dickinson County from 

several hundred each 

1 have enjoyed the honor and privilege of being one of your 
readers, and as a member ot the Sac and Fox tnbe of Indians 
oi Iowa 1 would appreciate very much to have the copies of 
the "Conservahomst ' contmued. I have been in the U. S. 
Ind1an Service for 10 years, and I and my wife have been 
transferred to Bethel, Alaska, to work in the U. S. Ind1an 
Service among the Eskimos. My wife is also an Indian, and 
she will work in an Ind1an hospital. 

season to less than 25. 
I would be glad to contribute some articles about the far 

north for our Iowa readers 1f it is practicable from time to 
t1me provided the censors approve of the articles, which of 
course would cover w1ldhfe and game management. 

Smcerely yours, 
(Signed) Clarence Jefferson. 

WILD LIFE 
RESEARCH 

Ecology and Ma nagement of the 
Bob-white. Project No. 494, Iowa 
Cooperative Wildlife Resear ch 
Unit, Iowa State College, Ames, 
Iowa. (1 ) Popula tion data. 

"Notable among the prosecu
tions for the 30-day period were 
the arrests of six women. With 
the ever increasing number of wo
men anglers and hunters, wildlife 
protection officers are findmg it 
ever more necessary to take the 
members of the fairer sex into 
court when they violate hunting 
and fishmg laws, and not d1sm1SS 
them simply because they are wo
men. "-Oklahoma Game and F1sh 
Department. 

An ammal 1s any living organ
ism other than plant life. As gen
erally used the word includes 

By GEORGE 0 HENDRICKSON b1rds, ammals, fishes, etc. 

ProJect Leader land management a peak popu-
A 7713-acre bob-wh1te research l lation of 2316 bob-whites was 

area was establlshed along Steele reached in 1939. The wmter, 
Creek, Woodland townsh1p, _De- 1939-40, with heavy snowfall and 
catur .county, Oct~ber, 1935. Smce w1th the coldest January smce 
that tu~e each sprm.g and a':ltumn 1912, saw a great loss of birds 
bob-white populatiOn estimates which was lessened because more 
have been made on the area by farmers provided well for the 
graduate research assistants. aided bob-whites than in 1935. 
by the far~ers. The .estlmates A few farmers permitted hunt
are shown m the ~ollowmg table. ing bob-whites in 1936. The county 

Sprmg Autumn was closed to bob-white hunting 
Year Number Number by law in 1937 and 1938. Most 
1935 ---- 395 farmers gave permission to take 
1936 177 736 bob-whites m the open seasons of 
1937 90 501 1939, 1940, and 1941 in each of 
1938 471 1234 which the population was reduced 
1939 1254 2316 by an estimated take and crip-
1940 389 1549 piing loss of 400-500 birds. 
1941 673 1690 Since 1937 nearly three-fourths 
1942 780 ---- of the area is normally in hay and 

Iowa's most severe winter in wooded pasture, about one-sixth 
117 years, 1935-36, greatly re- 111 corn and sorghum, and the re
duced the bob-whites despite quite mainder chiefly in oats. Many of 
favorable food and cover condi- the numerous gullies are healed 
lions for the low number. The with shrubs and trees which pro
summer drou~ht, 1936, together v1de good winter cover. With 
with hosts of chmch bugs and continued good land management 
grasshoppers, seriously injured and spec1al attention to care of 
food and cover conditions for the the scedstock in severe winters 
winter 1936-37 during which the by the 30-40 land operators, in 
fields were covered with ice for normal years a breeding popula
about six weeks. The 90 surviv- tion 400-800 bob-whites may be 
ing bob-whites were fed and shel- expected to increase 200-300 per
tered chiefly m farm yards and cent by autumn to prov1de a 
buildings. shootable surplus of 500-1000 

With favorable summer condi- buds on the 7713-acre area 
tions, 1937, a 456 percent increase Because a low seedstock of 90 
m birds was attamed. Following bob-whites in two favorable sea
two open wmters and two favor- sons had mcreased to 1334, shoot
able summers, with planned suit- mg m1ght have been perm1tted in 
able food and cover provided by 1938 had the county not been 
the farmers i n accord with good closed by law. 

Enough Shotgun 
Shells For '42 

But No More 
Not a single shotgun shell has 

been manufactured smce May 1. 
This includes all types of shotgun 
shells in all gauges. The total 
facilities of the ammumt10n mak
ers are now devoted to war work. 

Ammunition factones carry no 
reserve stocks of shells. As fast 
as shells are produced, they are 
shipped out to jobbers all over 
the nation. This means that pres
ent stocks of shotgun shells must 
be in one of two hands, the job
bers, or the local retailer. Many 
of the smaller JObbers are already 
completely sold out of ammuni
tion, retailers havmg taken their 
stocks months ago. The large 
jobbers have a few shells on hand. 

Retail outlets today possess 
most of the shotgun shells. There 
is an ample supply for the hunt
ers for 1942, and enough trap and 
skeet loads to carry on this sport 
for a number of months. But, as 
the war goes on, and no produc
tion exists, we w1ll gradually ap
proach the exhaustion of stocks in 
the hands of the nation's retailers. 
When this time comes, trap and 
skeet shooting stops, and when 
shells loaded for hunting are gone, 
then hunting stops. 

The shell situatiOn is analogous 
to the rubber tire s1tuat10n. There 
must be conservation of shotgun 
shells. Hunters must exercise ex
treme care in the use of the pres
ent stock of shells. No mdiscrimi
nate banging at birds well out of 
range, no shootmg at tm cans 
thrown in the atr, and no use of 
shells for anything except actual 
hunting.-The Nomad, Davenport 
Democrat. 

The long, gllstemng, protective 
hair of wild animals is called 
guard hair, and on some kinds of 
fur 1s plucked or pulled out before 
the skin is used commercially. 

The cottontail rabbit native to 
Iowa is the Mearns cottonta1l. The 
scientific name 1s Sylvilagus 
floridanus mearnsu. 
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.. FLICK SAYS" 

By F H. DAVIS 

Spec1allst 2nd Class, U S Coast Guard 
(Formerly U. S Game Mgt Agent) 

" FLICK" 

After six 
weeks m the 
U. S. Coast 
Guard, I have 
learned to say 
nothmg. I'll see 
you agam m 
these columns 
after we have 
thoroughly 
whipped the 
Axis powers. 

6ood Pheasant 
Hunting Predicted 
For Iowa in '42 

Wtth the greatest population of 
rmg-necks m the history of the 
state, Iowa hunters are looking 
forward to their best huntmg sea
son. 

This heavy pheasant crop is 
largely due to wise land use prac
tices by individual landholders, 
to the Iowa Cooperative Game 
Btrd Program, to favorable 
weather conditions, and to groups J 

and mdtviduals who are mterest
ed m seeing a shootable surplus 
of upland game birds each year. 

Paralleling the mcrease m up
land game, farmer-sportsman re
lations have steadily improved. 
This IS a fmc trend to contmue. It 
wtll contmue only as long as the 
sportsmen themselves make it 
continue. Every hunter must re
membet that m the state of Iowa, 
96 percent of the land IS privately
owned, and that in the final analy
sis 1L is only the farmer who can 
guarantee a successful upland 
game season. 

When a sportsman buys a dol
lar license, to what does it entitle 
him? It merely gives him a legal 
right lo hunt m a lawful manner. 
It does not gtve htm permission 
to hunt on ptivately-owned land. 
Permission to do that must be ob
tained from the landov.mer. Con
sequently, 96 percent of the time 
the non-landholding hunter must 
ask someone's permission to se
cure the nght to hunt 

Farmers individually and col
lectively want to know and are 
entitled to know who is huntmg 
on their land. They want to know 
that whoever hunts on the farm 
will be careful about shooting 
around livestock, that all gates 
wlll be closed, that their property 
wtll be protected against damage. 

IOWA CO N SERV ATIONIST 

Annual Blush Colors Iowa Trees 

-Photo by Don Berry 
Oaks along Counctl Bluffs Rambow Dnve, with the M tssouri River tn the distance. 

Fishing In Harness 
By Sedney Mott 

I love t0 take my \•,:ifey out 
To help me fish a s tream for trout, 
For then, I know, oh, never fear, 
I'll have to pack a ton of gear. 

Then, too, I'll have to ba1t her hook 
And help h<:>r to a comfy nook; 
If eggs the foolish fish pass by 
She'll have me change them for a fly. 

If there is any brush about 
That's where she'll land the cussed trout 
Or hang It m some thorny tree 
And th<:n, of course, 1t's up to me. 

And when I think that things are nght 
And gradually fade out of sight 
To some qu1et likely pool below, 
Before I get a chance to throw-

I'll heal a wild and frantic scream 
And, dashmg madly up the stream, 
I'll fmd f11end v.:ifey all afright 
Because a be" has hove m sight. 

And v. hen at length the day is done 
And she has ten and I have one, 
She's graciOusly a llttle sad 
Because my luck has been so bad. 

Conservation Must 

Strike Balance Between 

They also want to know how much 
game is killed so thai they will 
be able to curtail huntmg while 
seed stock still remains. Make 
no mistake about 1t-the farmer Sportsmen and Farmers 
1s sincere in his desire to perpetu-
ate game on hiS land. It IS one of Conservation, as far as it per-
the many things that makes hfe tams to wild game, seems to be a 
on a farm so enJoyable never-ending struggle to provide 

the sportsman with an abundance 
If you are not acquamted m the of hunting and yet keep the farm-

terntory in which you expect to e1 's fields from being overrun and 
hunt, be courteous and dtplomatic his crops wasted. 
\\rhen you seek that ptlVIlege 

sons so as to cut down both the 
pheasant population and the grain 
crop damage. 

Deer in Iowa have been a curi-
1 os1ty for years, but a few days ago 
farm operators in the Boone area 
assembled to urge some action to 
bring them relief They had no 
objection to the deer, considered 
them, m fact, a desirable novelty, 
tf they JUSt wouldn't trample too 
much of the small grain and husk 
ou t too much of the corn crop. The 
damage is getting beyond what 
one can reasonably be expected to 
endure. 

After they had become nearly 
extmct, a lot of sentiment was de
veloped for the beaver. Slowly 
conservation workers have been 
able to trap a few live animals 
and transport them to new areas. 
and now the beaver is on the way 
back Some were placed m the 
Amana hmber a few years ago 
Surplus ammals from colonies 
started in some other sectiOns 
about the same time are being 
trapped for further distribution 

It looks to us like this battle to 
mamtam a balance would go on 
forever. Perhaps never agam 
will desirable game birds or am
mals be allowed to approach ex
tmctwn so closely and, also, prob
ably never again will hunting be 
permitted to become so nearly ex
tmct.-Blairstown Press. 

Grandpa Hicks 
Had His Own 
Code of Ethics 

Grandpa H1cks lived in a pal
metto log shack at the edge of 
Cross Creek. He existed by the 
Illegal trappmg of fish m Orange 
Lake, and by renting other men·s 
rowboats, without permiss10n, to 
fishermen from Jacksonville. If 
a customer's outboard mot01 
lacked gas, he shuffled myster
Iously to the other side of the 
bridge across the creek, where lay 
beached other boats and motors, 
and returned with fuel. If cat
fish were scare on his own lines, 
he ran the other fellow's. 

Man's law is one thing, God's 
another. 

One Sunday morning we asked 
Grandpa to go fishing with us. 
He knew where the fish were bit
ing, and we had had no luck for 
weeks. He spat. 

"I don't fish on Sundays," he 
satd haughtily. "I wasn't ra1sed 
up that-a-way." - South Dakota 
Conservat10n D1gest. 

:\1ake a fnend of the landowner For years Iowa has been build-
and conduct yourself, when you mg up a pheasant populat10n Watchmg these boys of the state 
get that permiSSion, as a sports- Most of us have taken deli{!ht m semmg crews IS very interesting 
man and a gentleman You will the knowledge that the pheasant How they can work all day m ice 
be asked to return next year, and belt is being extended gradually cold water wtth bare hands is 
you will have solved your own farther south a~~ nearly every- hard to understand. The work 
farmer-spor tsman problem. body at all familiar wtth a gun they do 1s beneficial to the lakes 

has turned hunter. And now the and streams, besides making it 
A sportsman is a huntet who pheasant crop has multiplied so possible for people to enjoy fresh 

pays a good deal more than the I that farmers in a number of areas I fi sh at a very reasonable cost
market pnce for fish and game. are asking for longer open sea- Cedar Rapids Gazette. 
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